PROBLEMS AND PROGRESS IN CITIES
by
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A great majority of our cities were developed prior to 18 50 and
have continued to expand to our present day. In many instances these
cities were laid out to follow the land formations, however some few were
laid out in rectangular fashion.
The streets in our early cities were developed to allow the horse
carriages to pass one another,and some few were made as wide boulevards
with a green space in between the directional roadways.
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About the turn of the century came the automobile or horseless
carriage. The existing streets were able to accommodate these early
automobiles because they were about the same size as a carriage and
their top speed was about three or four times that of a carriage. As we
continued to prosper, more and more people wanted and were able to obtain a automobile. This increase in the number of automobiles began to
cause problems in the cities. At first this problem was between the automobile and the carriages, then the automobile and automobile. Of course
there always was conflict between the carriages and the pedestrians, and
the automobile conflict with pedestrians was worse because of the increase
in speed over that of the carriages.
After World War One people were able to obtain more automobiles
and the problems facing the cities increased at the same time . The cities
wondered, How do we take care of the automobile? A great majority of the
streets were too narrow to accommodate these autos, also nearly all of the
paved roads were in the cities.
Finally in the larger cities it became necessary to assign vehicular right-of-way at intersections because of the auto versus auto conflict.
This was done at first by policemen, and then came electrically operated
devices to perform this function. With the ever increasing number of automobiles this problem of narrow streets, assignment of right-of-way, parking and people with more free time and capital to spend, were continually
multiplying.
Today we have approximately 3. 6 million miles of roads and streets,
or about one mile for every square mile of land in this country. These roads
and streets will be driven on, in 196 5, by 100 million drive rs in 7 5 million
automobiles and 15 million trucks and buses for a total of 870 billion miles.
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This is an average 9667 miles per year per vehicle and an average of 8700
miles per year per driver.
The automobile travel accounts for 82 percent of all highway use;
and trucks and buses account for 18 percent. 43 percent of all automobile
travel is for commuting and other business reasons; 19 percent is for
famlly errands; 4 percent for educational and religious purposes; and 34
percent is for recreation and pleasure driving.
When you consider these statistics, you will find that automobiles
travel 713 billion miles annually of which 242. 5 billion miles are for recreation and pleasure driving. This demonstrates the economic condition of
our nation and the free time people have and are willing to spend on recreation and pleasure driving.
The economic conditions of our nation is further reflected by the
4. 2 percent increase in registration of vehicles over 1964. This reflects
a high level of employment and general economic activity.
Today there is one vehicle for every 2. 2 persons and in 197 5, when
our population is estimated to reach 225 million, there will be one vehicle
for every 1. 9 persons. Since World War Two our number of vehicles has
risen from 30 million to 90 million; however our total road and street mileage has increased from 3. 3 million miles to 3. 6 million miles. Today we
have 2 5 vehicles for each mile of road or street, or a space of about 210
feet of roadway per vehicle. To further compound this problem, it is estimated that we will have 116 million vehicles in 197 5 or about 32 vehicles
for each present day mile of roads and streets.
If we are to continue to serve the basic function of highways, the

transportation of people and goods, we must not only build new roads and
streets, but must rebuild and or revise many of those which are in existence.
This revision may be in the form of one-way streets, more efficient traffic
control devices, and perhaps the elimination of some now in existance.
These revisions will also require the changing of attitude of our drivers.
Our dependence on highway transportation has become so thorough that it
is often taken for granted. The most practical way to accomplish this
change of attitude is through driver education. We must instill in all
drivers that their drivers license is a privilege and not a right.
I also realize that one-way streets cause some hardships on a
few individuals, but they must understand that it is far better for the great
majority. This is also true of traffic control devices favoring the through
movement, or places where a large number of pedestrians collect.
The educational problem must also be extended to the pedestrian.
Where pedestrian signals are used, the pedestrians must adhere rigidly to
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their direction. This will not only allow the pedestrians to cross safely but
also cause the least delay to pedestrians and automobiles.
The pedestrian and automobile problem is further complicated by
the business district being in one small area of the city or town. We are
a very mobile society and will do very little walking or riding of public
transit because we are willing to pay a premium for our mobility and convenience. Thus, we all like to park just as close as possible to our place
of business as possible. Now we have a conflict between those desiring to
park and those desiring to move through town.
In most of our cities parking is very limited in the business district. It then becomes necessary to have a central parking lot, or business
will move to suburban area where it can provide customer parking. When
this occurs the downtown business district declines and may disappear.
Many of our small cities or towns have now provided central lots, some
free, some for a fee, and others provided jointly between the city and merchants. It would be well for all city governments and merchants to work together to provide for off-street parking for their people or customers.
In conclusion, vehicular and pedestrian traffic are only one of the
many problems facing our towns and cities. If these towns and cities are
to prosper they must meet the desire of the people therein, if not, they will
go elsewhere. I realize that some revisions will be quite expensive, but
other improvements can be made with very modest costs, with some restrictions on some of the residents. These restrictions should not place undue
hardships on the residents though. Cities must also consider bypasses in
terms of their total economic value to the city. Bypasses will allow those
wanting to pass through, to do so without restriction; and also allow those
who want to stop to have a desirable place to stop and conduct their business.
Remember we are a very mobile society, and I feel that the point has not
been reached that we are unwilling to pay for our mobility and convenience.
At the present time people do not consider the automobile a convenience, it
is a necessity,
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